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Exhibitors in 2010
3form    AAK    Alias    Aqua Creations    Arper    atelier oï    Axor – Hansgrohe by
Ronan und Erwan Bouroullec & ECAL    Baltensweiler    Bauwerk Parkett
Belux    Bernische Stiftung für angewandte Kunst und Gestaltung    BFR LAB
Bigla    BLICKFANG    Chamäleon Design    Creaplant    Création Baumann
de Sede    Denz    Design Preis Schweiz    Dietiker    Duravit    FHNW, Aarau
Gramazio & Kohler, ETH Zürich    FHNW, Basel    Forbo Giubiasco
Forster Küchen    Foscarini    fries & zumbühl    Girsberger    Glas Trösch
greutmann bolzern designstudio    HEAD, Genève    Hector Egger Holzbau
Hochschule Luzern    Hydroplant    ims Industrial Micro Systems    Intertime
Irion    Jörg Boner productdesign    Keramik Laufen, Similor    Kramis
Lehni    Licht+Raum    Lista Office    Marburger Tapetenfabrik    MDT    Montana
Montis & Christophe Marchand    Moobel    Neuco    Neue Werkstatt
NFS New Flooring Systems    nut+grat    Penrose Wooden Flooring
RADAR    Regent Lighting    Röthlisberger Kollektion    Royal Mosa    Ruckstuhl
schindlersalmerón    Stahlblau    teo jakob    Thut Möbel   Tossa
USM Möbelbausysteme    Vifian Möbelwerkstätten    Vitra    Wood & Washi
XAL Xenon Architectural Lighting    ZHdK Zumtobel

Key statistics in 2010
6 exhibition venues
11,000 square metres exhibition area 
71 exhibitors
18,000 visitors
1,100 vistors to Designers’ Night
181 media representatives
41,000 visitors to the website before the event
12,000 visitors to the website during the event 

Printed publicity 2010 
17,000 save-the-date-mailings
37,000 catalogues
17,000 programme cards 

Media contacts in 2010
18 media partners 
12 web banners 
104 reports on the internet/Social Media
4 reports on the national TV and radio
166 reports in the print media 
900,000 contacts from 42 whole-page or half-page advertisements 
in 23 international periodicals 

Designers’ Saturday
D’S Design Center AG
Mühleweg 23, CH-4900 Langenthal
Phone +41 (0)62 923 03 33
info@designerssaturday.ch
www.designerssaturday.ch
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Exhibition, presentation, 
judging, award of prizes.

The 12th edition of Designers’ Saturday saw 
changes in the procedure for the selection of 
exhibitors, in the support mechanisms and finally 
in the organisation of the awards. It goes without 
saying that this multiphase process will also be a 
feature of this 14th edition of Designers’ Saturday.

1.
The selection of those taking part in Designers’ 
Saturday takes place in two rounds (nomination 
and selection).

2.
The involvement of an international jury of 
specialists ensures that projects will receive 
comprehensive and careful support.

3.
Outstanding motivation and excellence will thus 
be given due recognition and brought to public 
notice.

The exhibitors will be chosen by the 
Management Board and a jury of special-
ists, based on a multi-level selection 
procedure. The chosen presentations 
will be judged and the best ones will 
receive the four D’S Awards for 2012: 

D’S Award Gold
D’S Award Silver
D’S Award Bronze
D’S Audience Award

The exhibitor categories

Designers’ Saturday is principally addressed 
to a professional and specialist audience.

Guest category A
For ca. 100 square metres of exhibition area and 
businesses with a total annual turnover (of the par-
ent company) in excess of 10 million, participation 
fee including catering – CHF 24,000 plus VAT. 

Guest category B
For ca. 50 square metres of exhibition area and 
businesses with a total annual turnover (of the par-
ent company) less than 10 million, participation 
fee including catering – CHF 13,000 plus VAT.

Guest category C
For ca. 20 square metres of exhibition area and 
businesses with a total annual turnover (of the par-
ent company) of less than 1 million, participation 
fee including catering – CHF 5,000 plus VAT.

Cartes Blanches
Non-commercial presentations of outstanding 
quality, by invitation (schools, institutions, 
designers).

All participants will have the opportunity of taking 
part in the event at the exhibition rooms of a 
location still to be determined. They will appear 
in the publicity for the occasion along with the 
firms taking part, and will be listed in the 
press folder.
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Designers’ Saturday is unique – 
and so are its exhibitors.
In the course of 13 editions to date, Designers’ Saturday has 
developed into an event of unrivalled potential. This has been 
achieved through the commitment and determination of the 
organisers and those taking part. By contrast with conventional 
trade fairs, Designers’ Saturday is distinguished by a number 
of special features: 



Designers’ Saturday happens at a 
place where design is actually created.
Designers’ Saturday is not just a product show 
held on characterless trade fair premises. Instead 
it is a stage where authentic design skills are put 
on view at the atmospheric production sites of the 
companies involved.

Designers’ Saturday is an 
opportunity for demonstrating 
one’s own uniqueness.
The special setting and the expectations of the 
target public are an encouragement for the 
creation of independent, experimental and
highly professional presentations. Exhibiting 
at Designers’ Saturday promotes creativity within 
a company, while at the same time offering 
original talents the freedom that they cannot do 
without.

Designers’ Saturday is a selection. 
As in the past, the aim is to focus the attention 
of visitors on a deliberately restricted and careful 
selection of companies. The objective is still to 
present to the public just a few firms, but those 
outstanding ones, in an ideal setting.

Designers’ Saturday is at once a 
platform and a meeting place. 
As in 2010, the 14th Designers’ Saturday will be 
opening its doors already on the Friday afternoon, 
with an exclusive event restricted to professionals. 
This additional slot, which is only open to specially 
invited visitors, offers an opportunity of forging 
business contacts in a privileged environment and 
ensures the best possible allocation of resources. 

The object of the event is to make the 
unique values and products of every 
individual exhibitor something that the 
public can experience and grasp at 
first hand.



Timeline and order of events 

By 31 January 2012:
Registration – Those interested in participating 
can use the attached form to register for the 
14th Designers’ Saturday.

End of February 2012: 
Nomination – The DS Management Board effects 
the first phase of selection. The nominated 
candidates will be given a contract defining the 
conditions of participation. 

End of March 2012:
Kickoff workshop – The nominated exhibitors and 
their exhibition designers meet on the set in 
Langenthal. Each exhibitor will be given a location 
and all the information needed for taking part 
in Designers’ Saturday.

End of June 2012:
Selection – The nominated exhibitors will present 
their ideas to a jury of specialists, and will be chosen 
to go forward to the next round. Exhibitors not 
chosen at this stage can revise their conceptions 
up to the end of August 2012. The jury will then 
make a definitive selection of exhibitors for the 
14th Designers’ Saturday 2012. 

Thursday, 1 November 2012:
Starting at 4.00 pm and into the night, the 
exhibitors’s presentations can be set up in 
the factory workshops.

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
2–4 November 2012:
Judging – The jury will inspect all the exhibitions 
and will select a prizewinner for each category. 
Award of prizes – the prizewinners of the four 
D’S Awards will be announced. 

Organisation of the event

Evaluation procedure
The evaluation procedure will be laid down by the 
Management Board. The number of participants 
is limited. The management of Designers’ Saturday 
and the jury will make a selection from among the 
registrations and projects submitted, and allocate 
the exhibition sites. The decisions of the Manage-
ment Board and the jury are final. No recourse 
to law will be admitted. In registering for Designers’ 
Saturday, participants agree to be bound by the 
conditions of participation. 

Payment dates
50% of the participation fee on conclusion of the 
contract; the remaining 50% by 30.06.2012. 
Nominated firms which are eliminated in the course 
of the selection procedure will have their partici-
pation fee refunded, subject to deduction of 20% 
of the total amount to cover processing costs.

Organising committee
Management Board: Philippe Baumann, 
Création Baumann; Gabriella Gianoli, Gianoli PR; 
Peter Ruckstuhl, Ruckstuhl AG; Paul Schär, 
Hector Egger Holzbau AG; Urs Stampfli, P’INC. AG; 
Philippe Walther, Girsberger AG; 
Urs Wehrle, Glas Trösch AG 
Curator: Sergio Cavero, Architectures Générales

Information
For any questions relating to registration, the 
Design Center will be happy to help you.

Registration
Companies and institutions interested in taking part 
should register by 31 January 2012, using the 
address given below. Later registrations will only 
be considered in exceptional cases.

D’S Design Center AG
Designers’ Saturday
Mühleweg 23, CH-4900 Langenthal
Phone +41 (0)62 923 03 33
info@designerssaturday.ch
www.designerssaturday.ch


